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Setting a Background in Dreamweaver & Tips
	What to do
	How to do it

	Find an image appropriate for your site
	Search on the internet or get from your image files.  Open image provided if you do not have another to use.

	Open up the image
	Use Adobe Photoshop

	Set the image size
	Make sure the image is fairly large (at least 400 pixels wide), since Dreamweaver will automatically tile the image in the background

*note: you may want to pick a large image to start to avoid pixilated images

	Change the opacity
	In the Layers palette, double-click on the image layer and change the opacity (to about 35-40%)

	Color vs. Grayscale
	Grayscale: Image>Mode>Grayscale

	Save image
	Make sure that your image is saved as a .jpg image, not .psd (Control-s)

	Set as background
	In Dreamweaver, go to Modify>Page Properties

	
	Next to “Background Image” box, click “Browse” to find image

	
	Click “Apply” to see the background with your page.

	Make adjustments
	If the background is too dark, go back to Photoshop and lower opacity

	
	If the background is too distracting, choose another image that is less busy (one with more white space)

	
	If the image is tiling too much, go back to Photoshop and change the image size under Image>Image Size (to a width at least 800 pixels)

	
	It is better to use landscape pictures, and not people’s faces


