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White’s Four Modes of Historical Explanation (70)
Ideographic (64)

Plot Format: romance 
Ideological Orientation: anarchist
romance based on quest or pilgrimage  57.9

serves like a magnifying glass 64.3

finished when adequately represented in precise descriptive prose  64

Example: The Machine That Made Us

Contextual (65)

Plot Format: satire (irony) 
Ideological Orientation: liberal
events “bathed in a common atmosphere” 65.3

finished when the “atmosphere” of the times has been evoked in a successful prose explanation 65.3

skeptical attitude toward knowledge itself 73.10

Example: Moses Coit Tyler
Organicist (65)

Plot Format: comedy
Ideological Orientation: conservative
progress through evolution or revolution
“drama of reconciliation” 67.2

relates various historical contexts (see Contextualist above) to a history-in-general…integrated into a single process of development  65.8

explanation takes the form of synthesis  65.9

Example: Histories of Puritan New England as the source of American attitudes toward individualism
Mechanistic (66)

Plot Format: tragedy
Ideological Orientation: radical
the “epiphany of law” 67

finished when the historian has distinguished causal agencies from mere effects and defined the general laws of cause and effect 66.5

tragic: decline and fall, recurrence or casual catastrophe 57

Example: The Decline and Fall of…  (The “hero” is the driving force of history itself)

