WRIT 1506

Craig Stroupe

Preparation Sheet: 
Hayden White’s “Interpretation of History”
Directions:
Write a response to each of the questions with a word processor and print them out to turn in next class meeting.   This preparation sheet should be double spaced and run at total of at least 500 words (about two pages).  

These responses should be written as coherent, detailed, thoughtful paragraphs, free of any spelling and grammatical errors.    
When you quote, summarize, or cite a new passage, detail, or idea from the text, use parenthetical documentation at the end of each sentence so we can look at the page in question if we want to.
Be sure to label each answer with the question’s number.  

1. White distinguishes the “proper history” from metahistory.  What are the differences that he describes or suggests?  How does White then question or complicate this distinction?  

2. According to White, what is the relationship between history and myth?  

3. White suggests that there are correlations among kinds of histories, literary genres (or “modes of emplotment”), and political/ideological perspectives.  Explain his reasoning behind these correlations.  
