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Grids 1: For Charts 

A. Create a Pattern to Produce the Grid Lines
	What to do
	How to do it
	

	1. Open a new Photoshop file sized 50 pixels X 50 pixels with a transparent background

	File > New
In the New Document Window:

Beside “Width”: enter “50” and choose “pixels” from the dropdown menu

Beside “Height”: enter “50” and choose “pixels” from the dropdown menu

For “Background Contents,” choose “Transparent” from the menu


	

	2. Choose the color for your grid lines (choose black for now)

	In the tall, skinny “Tools Palette” in your workspace, find the two color tiles near the bottom
Click the “top” tile (foreground color)
From the “Color Picker” window, choose a color for your grid lines (black)


	

	3. With the Pencil Tool, draw a 2-pixel line along the top edge and down the left edge of the image.  

	In the Tools Palette, press and hold the Pencil Tool (fourth icon from the top on the right) and choose “Pencil Tool”
hit control and “+” together several times to enlarge the document so it is very large on your screen  

right-click on the document to see the properties of the Pencil

For Diameter, choose 2 pixels

For Hardness, choose 100%

Click “away” to close Properties
Click in the upper left corner of the document, hold down Shift, and drag right across the top edge.  

Note: holding down shift with the Pencil enables you to draw perfectly straight lines.  

Click in the upper left corner of the document, hold down Shift, and drag down along the left edge.  
	

	4. Select All

	Hit control + a
	

	5. Define the selection as a pattern, and name the pattern “grid 50 px 2 px”.

	Edit > Define Pattern
Title the pattern “grid 50 px 2 px”
	

	6. Save this Photoshop document in your “non www” folder as “grid_50px_2px_.psd”.  
I would suggest saving it in a folder “non www/exercises/grid”

(meaning a folder called “grid” inside a folder called “exercises” inside your “non www” folder).

	File > Save, or hit control + s
	


B. Create a Grid for a Chart
	What to do
	How to do it
	

	7. Open a new Photoshop document, and make the size much larger than the finished product, though the same proportions (always create your work very large and then save smaller versions for presentation later)
8. Make this one 1500 pixels by 1500 pixels with a white background


	File > New
In the New Document Window:

Beside “Width”: enter “1500” and choose “pixels” from the dropdown menu

Beside “Height”: enter “1500” and choose “pixels” from the dropdown menu

For “Background Contents,” choose “White” from the menu


	

	9. Add a layer

	Find the Layers Palette on your desktop (look for the “Layers” tag which share a space with “Channels” and “Paths”).  
Choose Layer > New > Layer 

A quicker way is to the New Layer icon at the bottom of the Layers Palette—which looks like a page with the corner turned up)

Be sure the new layer is selected (blue) in the Layers Palette
	

	10. In the upper left corner of the document, select a large area for your chart (if you want to create a chart as part of a larger document.).  

OR, If you want to make a chart for use on a Web page, in a Word document, or in another Photoshop document, reset the document proportions to get the right shape.  

	From the Tools Palette, choose the Marquee Tool (dotted-line icon in the upper left corner)
In the upper left corner of the document, drag down and rightward to select a large area for your chart 
OR, to make a chart-sized document

Choose Image > Image Size, and then set the Width and Height for the desired shape (though still “XXXL” for working on).  
	

	11. Fill the selection or document with the chosen Pattern

	Edit > Fill\

From the drop-down menu “Use,” choose “Pattern” if necessary

Choose the pattern titled “grid 50 px 2 px” you just created (if necessary, open up “Custom Pattern” menu to change choice)
Click OK
	

	12. Drag the grid to the desired location in the document


	From the Tools Palette, choose the Move Tool (upper right corner).  
With the Move Tool cursor, drag the grid to where you want it to be in the document


	

	13. Clean up the edges as needed

	From the Tools Palette, choose the Marquee Tool (dotted-line icon in the upper left corner)
Drag in the document to create a selection that is wider than the grid pattern and taller than the unwanted line edges.
As needed, hit control + “+” repeatedly to zoom in close 

Hint: hold down the space bar to engage the “Hand Tool” temporarily for moving your document around on your screen

Choose the Move Tool and move the marquee selection to the very bottom edge of the grid to enclose the unwanted line edges.
Hit “Delete”
Zoom out by hitting control + “-” repeatedly to zoom out

From the Tools Palette, choose the Marquee Tool again, and drag again in the document to create a selection that is taller than the grid pattern and wider than the unwanted line edges.  Follow the same process as above for deleting.  


	

	14. Name the layer with the grid lines and then fade the grid lines as desired

	In the Layers Palette, right-click on the layer containing the grid
From the menu, choose “Layer Properties”

In the Layer Properties window, type in “grid” to replace the generic name such as “Layer 1”

With the “grid” layer still highlighted (blue), click on the tiny “Opacity” menu at the top of the Layers Palette and try moving the slider down and up to experiment with fading the lines.  


	

	15. Make the grid pattern larger or finer as desired 

	With the “grid” layer still highlighted (blue), choose Edit > Transform > Scale
Hold down the Shift Key to maintain proportions

With the cursor, grab a corner of the grid and drag it inward (to make the grid smaller and finer), or outward (to make it larger).  

Hit Enter to finalize transformation


	

	16. Save this document as “chart1.psd” in the same folder as above.
17. Save it again as a GIF in a folder “www/4260/
exercises/

grid” to post to the Web


	File > Save As
File > Save for the Web.  

At the top, choose the Optimized Tab (this is Photoshop’s best guess at the most efficient way to save this image for posting on the Web).  We’ll choose this for now….  

On the right, click “Save” and save the file “chart1.gif” to your folder “www/4260/exercises/grid”


	


