Exercise #2

Soc 2155 (Summer, 2008)
1.  What are the central characteristics of a variable?  In other words, what must be true about any variable?

2.  State and define the different levels of measurement a variable might have.  For each level of measurement provide an example.
3.  A researcher starts with the hypothesis that male-patterned baldness causes men to buy high priced sports cars.


a.  What are the dependent and independent variables in this hypothesis?


b.  State the null hypothesis.


c.  State an operational definition of the independent variable so that it is 


measured at the ordinal level.


d. State an operational definition of the independent variable so that it is 


measured at the nominal level


e. State an operational definition of the dependent variable so that it is 


measured at the nominal level.

4.  What is a “reliable” measure?  Is this the same thing as a “valid” measure?  Give one example of how you might demonstrate the validity of a measure.
