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Blue Columbine

Orchestra:

2 Flute

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in A
2 Bassoons

2 Horns in F
2 Trumpets in C
Timpani

Violin I
Violin II
Viola
Violoncello
Contrabass

Once when I asked a friend who was studying in Colorado if he had any
photos of the Rocky Mountains he showed me a blue columbine in June;
what he said next has always lasted with me — he said that the most striking
character of something grand only emerges when you come the closest.

Blue Columbine is a symphonic poem in miniature — one that focuses on the
life of a single flower (sometimes called the "Rocky Mountain Columbine")
from a seedling slowly emerging into the sunlight to its blossoming —
reflecting all that surrounds it — and its eventual decline, giving way to the
next generation. Like time-lapse photography in sound, the work is a
contemplation of both the physical and the symbolic nature that this
uniquely American region embodies.
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