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(harpsichord or piano can be used alternatively)
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These 'eternal' canons were first conceived when my father,
Jerome Harvey Rubin (1937-2015), was taken to his final
room on this Earth under the care of a hospice facility.

During the days that preceeded his death on the thirteenth

of November I thought a great deal about the past, the
infinite, eternity, the desperate wanting of something to never
end.

All through his final journey I continued to write music — songs,
short piano pieces, everything left incomplete when he died;
perhaps the thought that if something was left unfinished he
would have to stay with us.

All the music eventually was completed within weeks but the
concept of these canons came back to me. About two months
after his passing I felt I could begin making these short pieces
whose duration, like our own, i1s unknown, indeterminate, and
ultimately finite.

The most difficult part of writing now is that he will not hear
what I have made for him.
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