ENGLISH 3501
BRITISH LITERATURE |

Fall 2002
Dr. Cannan Office Phone: 726-6268
Office: 405 Humanities Bldg. Mailbox: 410 Humanities Bldg.
Office Hours: MWF, 1:00B2:00 E-mail: pcannan@d.umn.edu
TA: Stacy Johnson E-mail: sjohns35@d.umn.edu

Office Hours: M, 3:15B4:15

Course Description
The purpose of this course is: 1.) to introduce you to the major authors and works of the English
literary canon from the Middle Ages to the end of the eighteenth century; and 2.) to give you some
practice writing literary analysis.

Required Texts

The Longman Anthology of English Literature, VVol. 1 (2nd ed.)
Webster, The Duchess of Malfi and Other Plays ~ Behn, The Rover and Other Plays
Walpole, The Castle of Otranto Austen, Northanger Abbey
You may also be asked to photocopy or download supplemental texts for class discussion.

Discussion Schedule

9/4 Introduction
9/6 AThe Wanderer(; Johnson, AThe Vanity of Human Wishes(
9/9 Medieval background; Beowulf

9/11 Beowulf
9/13 Beowulf

9/16 Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales, AThe General Prologue(
9/18 AThe General Prologue(
9/20 Chaucer, AThe Miller=s Prologue and Tale@

9/23 Everyman
9/25 Marlowe, The Tragical History of Dr. Faustus
9/27 The Tragical History of Dr. Faustus

9/30 Spenser, The Faerie Queene (Cantos 1B4)
10/2 The Faerie Queene (Cantos 5B8)
1074 The Faerie Queene (Cantos 9B12). Paper #1 Proposal Due

10/7 Jonson, The Alchemist
10/9 The Alchemist
10/11 Webster, The Duchess of Malfi



10714 The Duchess of Malfi

10/16 Donne, AThe Sun Rising,@ AThe Indifferent,@ AThe Flea,@ AA Valediction: Forbidding
Mourning(

10/18 Wroth, APamphilia to Amphilanthus@; Marvell, ATo His Coy Mistress@; Herrick,
ACorinna=s Going A-Maying(

10/21 Milton, Paradise Lost, Book I
10/23 Mid-term Exam
10/25 Milton, Paradise Lost, Book I. Paper #1 Due

10/28 Milton, Paradise Lost, Book 11

10730 Restoration and 18th-c. background; Pepys; Dryden, AA Song for St. Cecilia=s Day,@
AAlexander=s Feast(l

11/1 Behn, The Rover

11/4 The Rover
11/6 Behn, Oroonoko
11/8 Oroonoko

11/11 Selections from Early English Periodicals
11713 Pope, AThe Rape of the Lock,i@ AAn Essay on Criticism{
11/15 Gay, The Beggars Opera

11718 The Beggarss Opera. Paper #2 Proposal Due
11720 Walpole, The Castle of Otranto
11722 The Castle of Otranto

11/25 Johnson, Rambler No. 4; Preface to The Plays of William Shakespeare; Lives of the Poets
(Milton and Pope)

11727 Open.

11729 Holiday.

12/2 Austen, Northanger Abbey
12/4 Northanger Abbey
12/6 Northanger Abbey

12/9 Late eighteenth-century poetry

12/11 Open.

12/13 What have we learned? Course evaluations. Paper #2 Due
12/16 Final (9:00 am)

NOTE: This syllabus is tentative and subject to change.
Any additions, modifications, etc. will be announced in class.

Policies



Attendance: You are required to attend all class meetings. If you do not attend class, you will miss
important discussion and will almost assuredly fall behind in the readings. More than 4 unexcused
absences will adversely affect your final grade, and may constitute grounds for failure.

Reading: To do well in this course, you must read carefully and think intelligently about what you have
read. If you do not read the texts, or if you read only synopses (which are often inaccurate and
sometimes even longer than the actual text), you are defeating the entire purpose of the course. In
addition, good readers should be able to articulate their thoughts about what they have read.
Consequently, substantive class participation is expected from everyone.

Writing: You will write two papers: the first will be brief (2B3 pages); the second will be slightly
longer (5B6 pages). Both will solve an interpretive problem posed by the text(s) of your choice.
Each paper will be preceded by a proposal in which you will submit your topic and interpretive
problem for my approval. | will hand out detailed assignment sheets for both papers early in the
semester.

Format: We will discuss in class the proper format for the written assignments. All college students
should be familiar with at least one word processing program, and know how to use it well. Papers
must be produced using word processing software such as WordPerfect or MS Word. Assignments
turned in with outrageous margins, inappropriate fonts, or illegibly printed, etc. will not be accepted.

Correctness: The final drafts of your papers should be as error free as possible. Careless mistakes,
such as spelling errors, typos, etc., are easily avoidable and their presence reflects poorly on the
writer. Consequently, any paper submitted that contains more than 4 significant typographical or
grammatical errors will be docked one letter grade.

On Computers and Excuses: Computers have changed the way we think, work, and live. While
computers have made us more productive, they have also given us plenty of reasons not to do work
(AAh, just one more game of Solitaire@) or to turn in work late (AMy hard drive crashed,@ AMy disk is
unreadable,@ AMy monitor doesn=t work,@ and so on, ad nauseam). Please do not use computer
related problems as a high-tech version of AThe dog ate my homework.; Heed well: save often and
always keep a backup of your work.

Plagiarism: Plagiarism is representing another=s work or words as onezs own. Don:t doit. If you
plagiarize, you will almost certainly fail the course. You may also face suspension or expulsion for
academic dishonesty. If you are in doubt about what constitutes plagiarism, document your material
and sources, using a style guide to assist you.

Exams: There will be a mid-term exam on October 23 and a (non-cumulative) final exam on
December 16. The exams will require detailed knowledge of what has been said in class as well as
the assigned readings, and they will be closed book. In preparation for these exams, you should be
familiar with the Longman Anthology period and author introductions and you should take careful
notes in class. You are responsible for information offered by me and by your classmates in class
discussions. There will also be frequent quizzes (predominantly unannounced) to test your basic
knowledge of the texts.

Grades:  Attendance, Participation, & Quizzes 25%
Mid-term 20%



Final 20%
Paper #1 15%
Paper #2 20%

NOTE: You must satisfactorily complete all assignments to pass the course.

Office Hours: Think of my office as an extension of the classroom and use my office hours to
discuss any aspect of your readingCproblems, confusions, complaints, suggestions for further
reading, etc. Please note that in addition to my regular office hours, I am also happy to set up
mutually convenient conferences by appointment.

Communication: If during the semester you encounter any problem (physical, intellectual, etc.) that
adversely affects your course work, please contact me immediately. Please note that | am almost
always accessible via e-mail. Do not wait until several weeks after the fact to inform me of any
incapacitating difficulties. I will be less than sympathetic.

Special Needs: Individuals who have any disability (either permanent or temporary) which might
affect their ability to perform in this class are encouraged to inform the instructor at the start of the
semester. Adaptation of methods, materials, or testing may be made as required to provide for
equitable participation.

Conclusion

This is an ambitious course: in 15 weeks, we will read several centuries= worth of literary
masterworks and we will learn how to write intelligent analysis about what we have read. Be
forewarned that this material is challenging and at times often obscure. But we still study these texts
today because, despite their age, reading them rewards us with insights into contemporary thought,
an understanding of our literary heritage, and even a better understanding of who we are today.



