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This course seeks to integrate the central nervous system with the endocrine (including reproductive) and immune systems, and with general physiology.  This course will explore the two-way communication among these systems, and the two-way communication between the psyche and these systems.  Various normal and pathological psychological conditions will be examined in terms of these interactions.  There are no answers, but, hopefully, there are some very good questions.  Issues to be discussed include to following, but you can develop, with my help, your own topic for discussion:

· The nature of consciousness

· Free will and conviction

· The nature of emotion

· Nature vs. Nurture

· Empathy

· Depression

· Theory of Mind (understanding others)

· Addiction, Reward, Motivation

Grading will be based upon one or two exams (the class will decide), a final, class presentations, and class participation.  No background in physiology is expected; this information will be provided as part of your instruction.  You are encouraged to consult any introductory psychology text for many of the basic details.  The Psychology Department has a library of introductory and physiological psychology texts which you may use.  This course is as Dionysian as it is Apollonian, so we will pursue any topic which interests you, as long as it resides in this part of the galaxy.  We are all colleagues in this course and we are all students.

