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Land Planning Concepts

The Methods & Theory
Recreation & Outdoor

Education Providers use to
manage the land & the people

Basic Planning Approaches

Understand the site: Resources (cultural, plant
communities, riparian zones, aesthetics, water
quality/wetlands, wildlife habitat) and …

The Social aspects of the site (users, recreational
activity, commercial activity, …)

Limits of Acceptable Change (LAC)

Multiple Use

Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS)

Public Participation

Limits of Acceptable
Change

Based upon a set of baseline data
To know the area before development

Reflects biological, physical, and social
conditions

Result: What is acceptable based upon
goals related to biological, physical, &
social conditions.  How far can we go
when changing this site?

Multiple Use

Coined by Gifford Pinchot

An effort to provide multiple
compatible uses for an area - thus
you need to determine compatible
uses for a given site.

It is not everyone’s right to use the
same area - a common
misconception.

Public Participation

The way to help determine L.A.C.,
what are Compatible Uses, and Help
determine the Recreation
Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) for the
site.

In addition to Public Participation,
research is essential in determining
LAC and Compatible Uses.

Designations (Classes) in
ROS: How a site is managed

Primitive

Semi-primitive Nonmotorized

Semi-primitive Motorized

Roaded Natural

Rural

Urban
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