Wetlands Ecology Field Trip 1
Minnesota peatlands and pools

Sunday Sept. 17, 2017
1. Canosia State Wetland Area (large marsh)
Hwy 53 to Lavaque, then left on Ugstad Rd, cont. to end of rd, then left to end of rd at boat access. 

Points: drowned trees (what do they tell you), what does wetland look like. WQ, soil, invert, plant samples. 

2. County 133 tamarack and spruce bog
North on Hwy 7 to CR 133; left on CR 133 , then rt on Blue Spruce Rd.  (CR 211). Pull over about 0.25 mi down road for tamarack and spruce bog on left side. Go to end of rd to turn around and return to CR 133. 

3. Cotton area sod farms (drained peatland)
Return to Hwy 7, turn left (N) and go several miles to Sax area – look at ditches that drain bogs, sod farms. Continue to Zim wildlife management area, restored fen/marsh. Continue to Zim sod farm for a good look at these “fields”.  

4. Return to Hwy 53, go to Independence rest stop for lunch.

5. Hwy 53 mitigation wetlands (ponds)
As return to Duluth on Hwy 53, watch for mitigation wetlands on rt side past Twig, just E of Munger Shaw Rd on the way back. 

6. Vermilion Rd. forested vernal pools
Woodland Ave to Pleasant View, turn left (east) on Pleasant View, then turn right on Vermillion Ave, then turn left on Claymore. Go 2 blocks on Claymore (~0.3 mile) and park at corner of Fredrick and Claymore. ATV trail starts next the street sign and heads south.  Walk on ATV trail for ~ 3 minutes to get to 1st vernal pool on left hand side just off trail.  2nd vernal pool is in the woods across the trail; to get to it, turn right into the woods past the end of the 1st vernal pool and ~10m before the old car, head into the woods and down a small hill to the vernal pool.
7. Pequayam Lake Rd bog

Jean Duluth Rd. to Normanna Rd., right to Pequayam Lake Rd. 1 mile from intersection to snowmobile trail through edge of bog. Bog mostly on left (N?) side of rd. A bit of a gravel pull-off at snowmobile trail. 

Points: differences of the plants in bog and fen. Test WQ.

Field trip gear - Val:

Waders

Field guides: vegetation, wetlands, dragonflies, easy bug guides

Soil corer

D-nets

Shovel

Picking pans

Forceps

WQ meter

Turbidity tube

Camera

Meter stick

Munsell soil color book

Hand wipes

Class: 

Calf-high boots (and waders if you have your own)

Appropriate clothing (rain gear, layers, warmer than you think you need)

Hat, sunglasses

Bug repellent

Sunscreen

Lunch 

Beverage
Notebook and pen or pencil

