Wetlands Ecology Field Trip 2
Wisconsin and Minnesota coastal and riverine wetlands and swamps
Saturday Sept. 30, 2017
1. Poplar Mitigation wetlands:

Cross Blatnik Bridge, continue on Hwy 53. Turn east on Grand or Caitlin. Continue east to N 12th St. Look for wetland on NW corner of N 12th St. and Poplar Ave. 

2. Nemadji River wetlands

Located in Superior, take Hwy 53 to 31st Ave E (by camping sign). Turn at the Nemadji River Trailer Park, bear left to the river. Points: Flow, banks, flood plain, impervious surfaces. Try to get WQ.  

Break at gas station

3. Allouez Bay wetlands

Take Hwy 53 to Moccasin Mike Rd to Wisconsin Point Rd. Go several miles into pines and pull off near reed beds. Also get Lake Superior WQ. Sample: inverts, plants, WQ, clarity, soil cores, sediment types. Talk about habitats. 

4. Treatment wetlands at former Beecroft Bookstore (now Northern Bridges Long Term Care) by Target on Tower Ave. Directions: Back to 53, return to Superior, south (left) on 18th Ave to Tower, left on Tower a mile or so to mall on right side). Also look at runoff ponds around parking lot. 
5. Eat at Webster Park, a couple of miles S. on Tower from Beecroft on left side. Bathrooms at gas station across road. 
6. Mitigation wetlands

From Webster Park, follow signs to Nemadji River golf course; Look at Nemadji floodplain as you cross river. Continue on 58th/Woodlawn to A, right on A about 2 miles to Z, left on Z several miles to Lyman Lake Rd. Right on Lyman Lake Rd about 1 mile near the Prudential sign. Difficult to turn around. Pull off on east side just past first two really big transmission towers. 
Points: General look at mitigation “wetlands”. Also check soil in woods on other side of road. 

7. Break at Boy Scout Landing
Retrace steps to Hwy 53, go S on Tower Ave about 2 blocks. Follow signs to Oliver (61st (Central Ave)); cross St. Louis and look at all wetlands from bridge. Then S. on Commonwealth (23) to Boy Scout Landing. , 

8. Cedar swamp in St. Louis River floodplain, Jay Cook State Park
Continue on Commonwealth to Fond du Lac, cross St. Louis River about 1 mile to trail into Jay Cook State Park on right. Park across road in parking area near bar. Walk down trail about ½ mile to examples of cedar and other types of swamp. Continue to river to see dam and changes to river. On return, sample vernal pools near gate. 
9. Scenic overlook over St. Louis River Valley

Continue further on 23 to scenic overlook at top of hill on right. Great view of river valley, floodplain, several types of wetlands. 

10. Scenic overlook at top of hill near Boy Scout Landing 
Return to scenic overlook back toward (near Boy Scout landing) west Duluth at top of hill overlooking St. Louis estuary. Number of wetland types. 
